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ü Remains one of the worldôs 

largest facilities with 2.2 million 

square feet of space on 829 acres

ü Steadfast workforce with a vast 

array of manufacturing skills for 

large-scale hardware production

ü Transportation infrastructure is 

already in place with a deep-water 

port on site and nearby interstate, 

railway, and airport 

Michoud Overview



MichoudôsRich History



Michoud: Adapting through Time

1827
Antoine Michoudpurchased 
the land to create a Sugar 
Plantation
- Two smoke stacks still stand 
outside Bldg. 101

1940s & 1950s
Andrew Higgins DOD Contracts
Å Curtiss Wright C-76 molded plywood military aircraft
Å Restore U.S. Army Jeeps & trucks
ÅManufactured Airborne Lifeboats dropped by fixed-wing aircraft

1950s
Chrysler Corporation & Korean 
War
Å Tank Engines



The Manhattan Project..ñLittle Boyò

On August 6, 1945, the world awoke to the news that an atomic bomb was 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά9ƴƻƭŀ DŀȅέΣ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ .-29 bomber at Hiroshima.

Total built at Michoud = 26



Michoud: Americaôs Rocket Factory

All NASA Human Spaceflight Launch Vehicles have come through New Orleans 

1961 ς1975
NASA Takeover
Apollo Arrives & Flies
- Michoud supported
13 Saturn flights with
S-1B & S-1C Boosters

1973 ς2011
Total of 135 Missions
30 years of Space Shuttle & 
External Tank

2012
Forward to the Moon:
Space Launch System, Orion & the Artemis Program



60th Anniversary

ü Chartered on Sept. 7, 1961

ü Produced hardware for all 
human space flight missions
ü Apollo, Shuttle, and now Artemis

ü Significant milestone in NASAôs 
history book

ü On-site event foiled by 
Hurricane Idaôs impact on the 
facility 


