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What is the SBIR/STTR Program?

• Highly competitive program that encourages 
domestic small businesses to engage in 
Federal Research/Research and Development 
(R/R&D) with the potential for 
commercialization

• Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) 

– Established in the 1990s; created to facilitate 
cooperative R&D between small businesses and 
U.S. research institutions (RIs) 

– NASA is 1 of 6 participating agencies

• Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

– Has been around since 1980s 

– NASA is 1 of 11 participating agencies

Approximately $3 billion invested per year 

by participating agencies

SBIR + STTR Programs

Department 

of Defense 

(DOD)

Department 

of Health and 

Human Services 

(HHS)

Department 

of Energy 

(DOE)

National Aeronautics 

and Space 

Administration 

(NASA)

National Science 

Foundation (NSF)

Department 

of Agriculture 

(USDA)

SBIR Program Only

Department 

of Education 

(ED)

Department 

of Transportation 

(DOT)

Environmental 

Protection 

Agency (EPA)

Department 

of Homeland 

Security (DHS)

Department 

of Commerce 

(DOC)



NASA SBIR/STTR Program | sbir.nasa.gov

Who can join?

• The SBIR/STTR program’s focus is on R&D, funding ideas that have the potential 

to solve some of NASA and the nation’s most pressing challenges

• You must be a Small Business Concern (SBC) with 500 employees or less and 

legally established in the U.S. (visit sbir.gov for the full criteria)

• For STTR, the partnering research institution must be in the U.S. and be a nonprofit 

college or university, domestic nonprofit research organization, or a federally funded 

R&D Center (FFRDC)

• If NASA is not the right fit, there are 10 other government agencies that have 

SBIR/STTR programs that you may want to explore: sbir.gov/agencies-landing

Approximately 80% of the small businesses we 

fund have less than 50 employees
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What do we provide small businesses?

Early-stage funding for research & 

development (R&D)

Up to $1 million during your first three years, 

plus up to $3 million or more through Post 

Phase II opportunities

We take zero equity, and you keep your 

intellectual property

The experience of working with NASA experts 

on your technology

The opportunity to join us on one of our many 

ambitious missions

A network of diverse entrepreneurs and 

innovators

A door into potential work with NASA programs 

and other government agencies

A way to hone your business skills to 

complement your technical skills

A way to de-risk your technology as you work 

to mature it

A reputation that comes with working with an 

agency known for expanding the physical and 

mental boundaries of humanity
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What do we provide research institutions?

For RIs:

• A path to turn cutting-edge research from the lab to life-changing technology in the market

• The credibility that comes from working alongside NASA’s researchers and experts

• A federal funding mechanism to advance research in your area of interest

For Professors:

• Research data for potential publication in the future 

• A way to expose students to exciting projects that could lead to employment

• An approach to foster entrepreneurship and innovation in students

• A differentiator when marketing your institution to potential students

For Students:

• The opportunity to work on pioneering research projects 

• Experience that could lead to employment

• The inspiration to start your own company
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How does it work?

Note: Dates are subject to change. For the latest dates, 

please visit our website’s “Schedule & Awards” page.
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January 2024

January – March 2024

March – June 2024 June – August 2024

June 2024 Due by Phase I Contract 

End Date
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What exactly do you get?

Up to $1 million for Phase I and II and $3 million or more for Post Phase II opportunities!
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What is the difference between SBIR and STTR? 

• The STTR program exists to unlock the power and innovative thinking of the country’s 

research institutions

• The primary difference is that for STTR, the small business must formally partner with a 

research institution (RI)

• Topics in SBIR support NASA’s mission directorates, whereas the STTR topics are 

derived from the specific needs of NASA’s ten centers

• The period of performance for a Phase I is longer for STTR due to the nature of the 

academic calendar for universities

• SBIR: Principal Investigator (PI) must be more than 50% employed by the small business

• STTR: Principal Investigator (PI) can be employed by either the small business or the 

research institution
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• Encourages participation from product-

driven companies not looking at NASA as 

their primary customer

• Features the same three phases and 

funding levels as the main NASA 

SBIR/STTR solicitations

• The 2024 NASA SBIR Ignite Phase I 

solicitation expected to open 

in June 2024, providing another 

opportunity for NASA SBIR funding

Awardee Highlights

✓ 12 companies selected for Phase I awards in 

2022; all selected for Phase II awards in 2023

✓ 10 companies selected for Phase I awards 

in 2023
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What is SBIR Ignite Pilot Initiative?
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How does it work?
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– Engagement: Includes community 

building, such as Slack channel, 

Catalyst events, and coaching

– Topics: Features a select few topics 

relevant to emerging commercial markets 

in aerospace

– Less Prescriptive Solicitation: 

Encourages companies to maintain their 

go-to-market strategies

– Shorter Proposal: Aims to lower the 

barrier to entry of lengthy proposal 

development

– Accelerated Schedule: Phase II 

proposal due earlier in the Phase I period, 

allowing Phase II awards to be made 

faster; Encourage shortened period of 

performance in Phase II
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• Sign up to receive our emails: nasa.gov/sbir_sttr/program-contact/

• Monitor for SBIR/STTR and other NASA STMD solicitations:

– nasa.gov/stmd-solicitations-and-opportunities/

– Official SBIR/STTR solicitation postings are on sam.gov

• Find local assistance in your state through the SBA’s website sbir.gov/local-assistance

• Explore another path for working with NASA through Office of Small Business Programs 

(OSBP); ideal for small businesses without an R&D focus nasa.gov/osbp

Where do you start?
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https://www.nasa.gov/sbir_sttr/program-contact/
https://www.nasa.gov/stmd-solicitations-and-opportunities/
https://sam.gov/content/opportunities
https://www.sbir.gov/local-assistance
https://www.nasa.gov/osbp
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Questions?
Visit our website:

www.sbir.nasa.gov
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Haley Doude, MSFC SBIR/STTR Center Liaison 

haley.r.doude@nasa.gov
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